ESSAYS ON THE GITA

nature in man, and by those who represent it or stihe
to realise it in human life, the latter by the Titanic or
demoniac, the Asuric and Rakshasic nature whose
head is a violent egoism, and by those who represent
and strive to satisfy it. This is the war of the Gods and
Titans, the symbol of which the old Indian literature
is full, the struggle of the Mahabharata of which
Krishna is the central figure being often represented
in that image; the Pandavas who fight for the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of the Dharma, are the sons
of the Gods, their powers in human form, their adver-
saries are incarnations of the Titanic powers, they are
Asuras. This outer struggle too the A\atai comes to
aid, directly or indirectly, to destroy the reign of th^
Asuras, the e\ildoers, and in them depress the power
they represent and to restore the oppressed ideals of
the Dharma. He comes to bring nearer the kingdom
of heaven on eaith in the collecti\ity as well as to build
the kingdom of heaven within in the individual
human soul.

The inner fruit of the Avatar's coming is gained
by those who learn from it the true nature of the
divine birth and the divine works and who, growing
full of him in their consciousness and taking refuge in
him with their whole being, manmayd mdm iipdsritdh,
purified by the realising force of their knowledge and
delivered from the lower nature, attain to the divine
being and divine nature, madbhavam. The Avatar
comes to reveal the divine nature in man above this
lower nature and to show what are the divine works,
free, unegoistic, disinterested, impersonal, universal,
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